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UNION SQUARE — A group of students from Parsons
The New School for Design have transformed an
abandoned storefront inside the Union Square subway
station into a digital work of art.

Union Square
in Motion

The students—a group of six that's composed of
master's and bachelor's students as well as a few recent
graduates—first began working on the project during a
class at Parson’s this past spring. After the class ended,
they kept working.

Finally, last week, they braved the filthy interior of the
long-languishing storefront to bring the project to life. The
students, shadowed by cameras and a crowd of curious
onlookers, unveiled the piece Monday night in the station
entrance at 14th Street and Fourth Avenue.

From left: Jaqi Vigil, a recent MFA graduate; Hilal Koyuncu, a current
MFA student; Umut Ozover, a recent MFA graduate; Jeanne Kelly, a
recent MFA graduate; and Josefina Santos, an undergraduate student
(DNAinfo/Mary Johnson)

“We had no idea we could take it this far,” said Jeanne
Kelly, a recent graduate who served as team leader on
the project.

The piece is titled “Union Square in Motion,” and it is a kind of technology known as a digital zoetrope.

The zoetrope brings motion to still images. Each image differs slightly from the one right before it, and when viewed in
succession as people walk past them, it appears as though the pictures are animated, even though they are not.

“In order to really experience it, you've got to keep moving,” Kelly said.

The zoetrope rotates through nine different sets of images. One is a bouncing ball animation. One is a dancing woman.
Another is a bear. The installation runs off its own wifi connection so the artists can change the images from afar.

Instructor Joshua Spodek, who pioneered the technology and co-taught the class this past spring with Associate
Professor Anezka Sebek, said it is the largest digital zoetrope in the world.

“You always wants bigger. You always want more exposure,” said Spodek, glancing around at the masses scurrying
through the subway station on Monday night. “You can put stuff up in a gallery, and you’re not going to have this many
people go by in an hour.”

The class at Parsons ended in May. Some students left the country. Some graduated and got jobs. But they still managed
to come together to bring the work they started in January to life in the Union Square subway station, said Kelly, the
project leader.

The project was funded largely through Kickstarter, which added up to between $7,000 and $8,000. That, coupled with a
few private donations of money and materials, allowed them to complete the project, Kelly added.

Arts for Transit, the MTA organization that finds public art to fill the city’s subways, embraced the idea of putting an art
piece that encourages movement in a bustling underground space.
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“The technology engages the viewer,” said Lester Burg, program manager for Arts for Transit. “It's not a static image, and
we're all about moving people.” VIDEO UPDATE

Students said they have seen parents bouncing their curious kids back and forth in front of the exhibit. Adults too have
been pausing to inspect the installation on their way in or out of the subway, said Kelly.

“We've really been congratulated on transforming this space,” Kelly said. “The big goal of the piece is really to try and, 4
funny as it sounds, give a little bit of a pleasant experience to people as they move on their commute.” 1

manhattan local
“Union Square in Motion” is set to be in place for a month. But, Kelly added, the MTA said that could be extended, if the
organization keeps receiving positive feedback.

“And this,” she said, looking around at the crowds gathered around the installation, “looks pretty positive to me.”

RELATED CONTENT

Turnstyle Cozies Warm Up Drab WaHi Subway Station

Art Lovers on a Budget During Armory Week? Head to 77th Street Station
MTA Opens New Fulton Street Subway Entrance

By Mary Johnson, DNAinfo.com
Follow Mary on Twitter @mjohns422

UPPER WEST SIDE » UPPER EAST SIDE » UPPER WEST SIDE » UPPER EAST SIDE »
- 3 ;

& 7

Crime and Safety Analysis Delivers Surprises

9/11 Memorial Gun Opening Night MTA Defends St. John’s High-Priced
Ban Outrages Glamour at the Met ~ Second Ave. Welcomes Pets, Neighborhoods
First... Opera Subwav... Exotic... Less Safe...

UPPER EAST SIDE » CHELSEA » MIDTOWN » UPPER EAST SIDE » MURRAY HILL »

Central Park More Tapping Than Times Square Civic Group Seeks Students Unveil

Conservancy to Talking as Cell... Redesign Plan Bold Ideas for... Digital Art Project...
Revamp... Unveiled

DOWNTOWN » CHELSEA » UPPER EAST SIDE » THE VILLAGE »

Compromise Moves  School Principal Metropolitan Luxury Condos in
TriBeCa Sukkah Fights Bar Over Museum of Art Former St.

from... ‘No... Lauches... Vincent's...
DOWNTOWN » HARLEM » HARLEM »

Union Square Show  Michael Moore Harlem Parents Man Shot in Harlem

Prepares Pets for... Gives Boost to Captured after...
Wall...

2 of 3 09/27/2011 03:51 PM



Students Unveil Digital Art Project in Union Square Subwa...

» GET IT NOW!

e

DNAin fO.cnm',\
O - W 3 —

http://www.dnainfo.com/20110927/murray-hill-gramercy/...

—_—

M A TENPERIRY ~

COMPREHENSIVE CITY-WIDE RANKINGS

COMPARE NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY
OBJECTIVE NEIGHBORHOOD REPORTING
DATA EXPLORER™

» GETIT NOW!

CREATE AN ACCOUNT SUBSCRIPTION NEIGHBORHOODS
Register Newsletter Washington Heights
Subscribe iPhone Harlem

Rss i Upper East Side

Archive Upper West Side

Twitter Midtown

Facebook Chelsea & Hell's Kitchen

Murray Hill and Gramercy
Greenwich Village & SoHo
Lower East Side
Downtown

Manhattan

Copyright © 2009 - 2011 Digital Network Associates dba DNAinfo.com. All rights reserved.

30f3

TOPICS

Business & Economy
Courts

Crime & Mayhem
Education

Events

Food & Drink

Health

Lifestyle & Entertainment
Only in New York
Politics

Real Estate

Science & Technology
Sports

Transportation

ABOUT US

Overview

Press

Advertise With Us
Contact Us
Careers

Terms of Use

Privacy Policy

I BACK TO TOP

OUR TEAM

CEO / Founder

Editorial Team
Technology / Operations
Marketing

Sales

09/27/2011 03:51 PM



